33. HOMAGE TO SHIVAJI

We celebrated Shivaji Day in the Ashram. Narayan-
rao Khare sang bhajans, and Vinoba and I made speeches.
We referred in our speeches to what has been said about
Shivaji by saints like Ramadas, Tukaram, Moropant,
etc., and we also gave a good many historical facts.

Finally, Bapu was requested to speak a few words.
"I am not particularly concerned/5 he told us, "with
what history has to say about Shivaji. My faith is in
the words of the saints. If the saints have pronounced
Shivaji to be like Janak, if the saints believed Shivaji
to be dharma (duty) incarnate, it is enough for me. I
need no further proof."

34, MASHRUWALA'S PLAGE

Kishorlalbhai Mashruwala was practising law in
Akola. He was rather under the influence of Thakkar-
bapa. Thinking it a good chance to do some national
service, Mashruwala went off to Champaran in answer
,to Gandhiji's appeal for volunteers.1 Gandhiji saw that
while he had good stuff in him, his health was weak,
and he was suffering from chronic asthma. He talked
with Mashruwala a while, and then said: "Look! Your
place is not here; it's in the Ashram where I have opened
a school. Sankalchandbhai is there,-and Kaka, and

1 The   volunteers went to Bihar in  the second   week   of
November 1917.
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